DRAFT

[image: ]BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Agreed Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 11th September 2025 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.

	ATTENDANCE
BRCC Members
David Cuthill (DC)
Scott MacGregor (SM)
Gina Purrmann (GP)
Andy Scott (AS)
Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
Pete Richardson (PR)
	

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
	PKC Local Councillors 
Caroline Shiers (CS)
Bob Brawn (BB)
Tom McEwan (TM)

Paul Cunningham, Blairgowrie High School Head Teacher (online)
2 Senior Pupils from BHS
2 Members of the Public
	APOLOGIES
Fire & Police Services

Pat Marshall (PM)
Steve Johnson (SJ)
Lesley McDonald (LM)

ABSENCES

	Item 1 – Welcome & Introductions:
DC welcomed all to the meeting, most especially the two BHS Senior Pupils as representative of young people. He sought attendees permission for the meeting to be recorded for the purpose of the minutes – the recording would be destroyed once the minutes were complete.
	

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies were received as above.
	

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of the 14 August 2025 meeting
Correction: “Marfield” not “Mayfield”.
Clarification: Site plan was noted as approved in principle for commercial development, but not specifically for McDonald’s or a family restaurant.
Decision: Approved with amendments.
	

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports
Police report:
No written report received.
Policing at the weekend for Braemar Day and Highland Games was excellent. The meeting would like to commend the great efforts that went in to ensuring police presence, which is desirable, but not a foregone conclusion, and also express thanks on behalf of the community.
Fire Report:
Service delivery: Blairgowrie have been mobilised 284 times in 2025 to a range of operational incidents across Scotland.
Community Safety Engagement
Prior to the summer holidays, we delivered a P7 Induction Day with pupils from all local primary schools. Firefighters provided input on making better decisions, the dangers of unsafe buildings, and the role of the Fire Service in responding to incidents caused by poor choices. The day also included sessions with Police Scotland and SCYD.
Over the summer months, crews supported several local events, including the MANTALK Fun Day, Blairgowrie Rugby Club Ale Festival, Braw Fitness Games, Braemar Day Celebrations, and the Blairgowrie Highland Games. At each of these, firefighters engaged with residents and visitors, providing safety advice and raising awareness of fire and community risks.
Two Young Firefighters courses have recently been completed, one in partnership with SCYD and one with Blairgowrie High School. In addition, two new courses have now started with the RAF Cadets, further expanding our youth engagement programme over the autumn months.
The annual Street Sports initiative was again delivered in partnership with SCYD, Perth & Kinross Council, St Johnstone Football Club, and Police Scotland. This continues to provide positive opportunities for young people in the community during the summer period.
Operational crews also undertook Boxwall training alongside the Local Resilience Team, organised by Police Scotland. This was very well received and will be a great asset to the local resilience plan.
Last week, 150x S1 pupils from Blairgowrie High School attended a water safety event at the fire station. Inputs included the dangers of open water, actions to take if they fall in, and CPR training. This is the third year of the initiative, meaning over 50% of pupils at the school have now received this input. Thanks to Scottish Ambulance Service, Police Scotland, Tayside Mountain Rescue, Perth and Kinross Council and First Aid Pertshire for their support in delivering this event.
Annual visits to local assisted living accommodation have now begun, starting with a session at Darroch Gate. These engagements form part of our ongoing programme to provide fire safety advice and reassurance as we approach the colder months.
	



	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated. 
a) McDonald’s Planning Proposal – Public consultation ended 29th August. Planning decision expected Nov/Dec. There is a split of opinion among young people about this: pros being seen as convenience and access to affordable food, cons being seen as the impact on already suffering local cafes, health concerns, impact on schools, and risk of the town losing its character.
b) Planning Concerns – Gallowbank Field – Issues with PKC’s handling of housing density calculations. Alleged inconsistencies and evasive responses to ombudsman and public. Request for the matter to be referred to PKC Scrutiny and Performance Committee. BRCC has a draft letter prepared to circulate to other community councils to seek collective support regarding issues constantly arising with PKC planning department. It was agreed to hold off sending this letter until the impact of new PKC Community Council planning group can be assessed. 
	

	Item 6 – Regular reports
a) Resilience/Flooding/First Responders PR/SM
Box Wall flood barrier successfully tested and 15m has been acquired. More funding sought for a further 30m and power supply (Jackery units).  Resilience group will meet 3pm 30th September.
b) Climate Action DC/GP/JM
It was noted that BRCC members travelled to our French twin town in July by train for climate reasons and is highly recommended as a viable alternative to flying.
c) Twinning GP/SM/DC/AS no update 
d) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray
i. Built Environment
a) Electrical Connections at Wellmeadow
Query raised regarding electrical connections at the Wellmeadow (not yet resolved). It was noted in previous minutes that contact was expected late August/early September, but no update was available at this meeting.
ii. Open Spaces
No update at this time.
e) Local Place Plan
Nothing new to report at this time.
f) Citizen/Young Person/Group of the Year
A suggestion was put forward to expand recognition with more ceremonial duties at community events. Currently award given at Braemar Day, recipients raise flags at Highland Games, and switch on the Christmas Lights. Sub group will look at other opportunities in the Spring. 
	

	Item 7 – Matters Arising/Reports Back
a) Emma Street Laundry Site
Dangerous building notice defaulted. Clearance costs estimated at £150k due to asbestos. Legal and financial options under review by PKC; councillors pressing for stronger enforcement.
b) Football Pitch
Awaiting further progress.
c) Gallowbank Footpath
Councillors confirmed Persimmon own the path. Fence safety was raised.
d) Representation of Young People
The two Young People present shared news from BHS as follows. ‘School of Rock’ performances 7th-9th October. A ‘Grounding Up Day’ scheduled for 20th September to promote gardening and outdoor activities. BHS Primary 7 Open Night is on 23rd September.
The ongoing concern regarding the lack of bins along the routes between Home Bargains/ Starbucks and the school was raised.  The school has held assemblies, installed signage, and placed additional bins near the school, but nonetheless litter remains an issue.
It was brought up that a lot of people blame young people for the litter issue when there are many adults who fail to take the litter home when bins are too full, or by discarding form car windows.
f) Remembrance Day wreath
BRCC will discuss arrangements with the local British Legion.
g) Highland Games
PR, also Chair of the Highland Games Committee, thanked Proctors for being main sponsors of the Games, along with Castlewater, CPA, & others. He also thanked everyone who attended. The day was well-attended & a fond farewell given to the long-serving Chieftain Laurence Blair-Oliphant who retired after 34 years. A presentation of an engraved Quaich, malt whisky & certificate from Royal Scottish Highland Games Society was made. Further thanks extended to BRAN for work party and help during the week, especially to enhance the main entrance; to the Freedom coach for helping to bring people to the Games field; to Blairgowrie & District Rotary for running the mini–Highland Games, and to all other groups who supported this annual event. Well done to Rattray for winning the Community Tug of War. Good coverage in the Courier on Monday. The date for next year is Sunday 6th September 2026
h) Community Council Elections
Elections scheduled for 7th November 2025. Posters displayed and nomination forms available. The first meeting of the newly elected CC will be an EGM at the regular BRCC meeting on 13th November, to elect office bearers. Grant top-ups increased from £700 to £1000. 
	





	Item 8 – Traffic Matters
Temporary road closure at Wellmeadow (11 Sept, 3 days), High Street closure (9 Sept, ~6 weeks) Hatton Road has an emergency closure for ongoing drainage repairs.  The disruption is unfortunate, but the works must be done as the matter is a public health concern. Residents complained about bottlenecks, speeding, and cones being moved. Calls for more signage and traffic calming on Hatton Road and Bonnington Road. Suggestions to replace temporary chicanes with permanent speed bumps.
	

	Item 9 – Planning Matters
Top-up Tap update: a member of public is pursuing this on behalf of the community.
	

	Item 10 – Chair’s Report
DC reflected on the benefit of PKC councillor attendance at meetings compared with other community councils. Praised the contribution of the young people at tonight’s meeting and encouraged them to raise issues regularly. Highlighted importance of following up on litter concerns, Emma Street Laundry, and Gallowbank planning issues. Noted need to review meeting venue due to space/tech issues.
	

	Item 11 – Treasurer’s Report 
	Admin A/C
August balance
Nov, June & Aug Minutes
Accountant 24/25
Chair – stationery
Sec- stationery
Treas – stationery
EOY 2024/25 balance

2025/26 year starting balance
Highland Games Stand
September balance

Projects
August balance
Defib Pads
EOY 24/25 balance

2025/26 year starting balance

Community Pot
Resilience
Well (Defib)
Rooted in B&R
	In

£120






	Out


£40
£35
£35
£30




£10




£354
	Balance
£414.06
£294.06
£254.06
£219.06
£184.06
£154.06
£154.06 (£150 float for 25/26)

£154.06
£144.06
£144.06


£14,506.92
£14,152.92
£14,152.92

£14,152.92


£888.90
£10,600.56
£8.46
£2,665



	















	Item 12 – Councillors’ Reports
PKC Councillor Caroline Shiers:
CS thanked Helen Breen and her Braemar Team, Pete Richardson and the Highland Games Team for a weekend of first-class entertainment. Also, the Rotary Club and the BRDT Loo Crew for fundraising for the public toilets. CS congratulated the Citizens of the Year and the Community Group of the Year. 
CS continues to receive concerns about the impact of the Grow Wild scheme and have welcomed ongoing discussions with officers looking at how to manage the areas.
CS met with PKC officers re the headstone stabilisation scheme, and has asked that the 3 ward councillors have a demonstration of the work being done to test and stabilise headstones. CS assured upset residents that the work is being done in a sensitive manner. Some local authorities put bags over the affected headstones or tie tape around them; the small flags are a proportionate approach to a national requirement on PKC to check these memorials.
There are some encouraging planning applications underway for High Street premises. 
The flood gates have now been installed on both sides of the River Isla at Bendochy Cross Roads and Buttery Bank. CS has asked PKC officers about the diversion routes and their maintenance ahead of winter weather to ensure access is maintained as much as possible.
Highlight of the last month was the opening of the doors of the Reccie. Great facility for the whole local area and especially for young people at the High School for whom it is their PE facility.  There is a paper coming to the councils Scrutiny and Performance committee next week regarding the issues which led to the delayed opening.
There is still time for residents and businesses to respond to the Visitor Levy consultation on the PKC website.
Thank you to the Football Trust who are now acting as a collection point for the Perth and Kinross Foodbank and for Social Flock who distribute warm clothing and school uniform items, an important community role being fulfilled by the community football trust.

PKC Councillor Bob Brawn added
· With regards to Air Quality measurement, advised current levels average 17microgrammes per cubic meter thus below suggested level maximum of 40
· Road Humps at junction of Reform Street and Perth Road to be discussed at next Traffic meeting in October
· Traffic control at junction of Dunkeld Road and Perth Road was not part of planning conditions for Persimmon. Junction will need to be reviewed once site is further completed
· Rattray High Street Laundry amenity being re-visited in view of vans.
 
PKC Councillor Tom McEwan added
TM reported that the Blairgowrie and the Glens meeting about the Fairer Communities for all initiative was very positive, connecting groups concerned with cost of living issues across the area.
	



	Item 13 – AOCB
Next meeting will be the AGM and monthly meeting and will be held in Rattray at the new building at the football club’s 3G pitch at Davie Park.
	



	Date of Next Meeting: 9th October 2025, 7pm at  The Thomson Suite, Davie Park Football grounds and from 6.45pm online.
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